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• Think about what I already know
 about my topic.

• Draw a conclusion about what the author
 wants me to know.

• Think about the important details the
 author told me.

• Put these things together to get the
 main idea.

When I iden�fy the Main Idea, I...

Main Idea is
what the text is
mostly about.

I use Main Idea
when...

The author does not tell
me what the “big idea” is.


